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For decades landscaping has been largely forgotten, absent from the cities. Nowadays in most of the countries and 
also in Romania the landscaping design is getting a higher demand. The interest in landscaping today is not limited to the 
horticulturists, landscape architects it has spread to broad spectrum of peoples, who would like to bring something new, 
to improve their environment. The lavender it can also be listed in this very special group of plants. Lavender is an 
herbaceous perennial plant used in the landscape design and has gained a lot of interest in the recent years in Romania. 
Lavender is perhaps one of the most known and popular perennials grown worldwide, where the climate conditions are 
like the region. Some varieties of lavender are more suitable for perfumes, cut flowers or oil production. Lavender is a 
beautiful addition to just about any garden. The lavender plants can be used in many ways in the landscaping design, as 
hedging, topiary, spiral garden, maze, raised beds, potted, baskets. Prised for its fragrance, medicinal properties and 
beautiful colour, lavender has been one of the most popular herbs for centuries. 
 





Landscaping now is more important than ever 
before. As the parks, neighbourhoods, highways are 
getting more crowded, beautiful, quiet places where 
you can relax and enjoy nature become more 
essential [8].  
For decades landscaping has been absent from 
urban areas, to improve their green spaces. 
Nowadays in most of the countries the landscaping 
design is getting a higher demand. The interest in 
landscaping during the recent years it is no more 
limited to the horticulturists, landscape architects it 
has extended on a larger scale of people, who would 
like to bring something new, to improve their 










Modern definition of the landscape refers to its 
cultural meaning: the landscape is the synthesis of 
space used as a collective space [1]. 
The nature of landscape has changed during 
different periods of history, these changes are caused, 
because they are the expression of the dynamic 
interaction between natural and cultural forces in the 
environment [20]. 
In Romania, the approach of beauty and the 
use of style began only at the end of the 18th century 
[4, 15], until then, the Romanian gardens were 
composed mainly of medicinal and edible plants [6]. 
Many landscapers are looking for species that 
perform well under low maintenance conditions, also 
they attract and benefit the fauna. A lot of perennial 
plants species are used which are native or they are 
acclimatized to Romania’s climate conditions. Some 
species respond to seasonal changes in temperature 
by browning or going dormant. Others have very 
specific site requirements for moisture, soil, and 
humidity that may be difficult to meet in an urban 
landscape [17]. 
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The display and the arrangement of attractive 
and colourful perennials can achieve very significant 
effects on the environment.  
Perennials are the between the most liked 
plants by landscapers, they provide time saving and 
expenses each year, because they are adopted, 
acclimatized to the specific climatic conditions, they 
can successfully over winter and renew for more than 
a single season [13]. 
Perennials are probably the most interesting 
plant group, because they have a huge variety of 
form, shape, texture, scent and colour, with which 
can be make an astonishing landscape [18].  
The Lavandula (Lavender) it can also be listed 
in this very special group of plants. Lavender has 
gained a lot of interest in the recent years in Romania, 
due to the medicinal and aromatic use and as for 
ornamental/landscaping purpose [12]. 
 
2. History and origin  
 
Lavender originated from the Mediterranean 
region of Europe, is perhaps one of the most known 
and popular perennials grown worldwide, where the 
climate conditions are like the region.  
Acres of lavender are grown commercially in 
countries like France, England, New Zealand and 
Australia [9], for oil which is mainly used in 
cosmetics and soaps.  
The plants are ideal for hedges, garden shrubs 
and topiary. Dried flowers are used in sachets and 
sometimes for cooking [14].  
Lavender, an herb with many cosmetic uses, 
also makes a stunning addition to borders and 
perennial gardens, providing sweeping drifts of 
colour from early summer into fall, being an 
unpretentious plant, which does not require much 
care. Due to this fact the lavender can be counted as 
a low-maintenance landscape plant.   
The Hungarian Pharmacy Society chose 
lavender to be the medicinal and aromatic plant of the 
year 2018 [23].  
The lavender first was mentioned by 
Dioscorides in the period of c. 40-90 AD [13]. The 
lavender was used by the Romans as clothes 
preservation and for bathing water [11]. 
 
3. Botanical description 
 
The lavender botanical name is Lavandula 
which was given by Linnaeus. The genus name 
comes from the Latin term lavare – washing –, 
referring to the cosmetic uses of the plant [19].  
Lavender is an herbaceous perennial plant 
which grows best in a climate with a cool winter and 
a warm, sunny summer [11]. Lavender belongs to the 
mint family.  
The Lavandula is part of the order Lamiales, 
family Lamiaceae, subfamily Nepetoideae, tribe 
Ocimeae [2]. Lavender is an herbaceous perennial 
plant. The diameter of the lavender bush has a 
hemispherical shape 40-150 cm tall and has a 
diameter of 80-120 cm.  
The roots are like the woody root system, at the 
bottom are branched. Their roots water absorbing can 
grow to the ground to 3-4 meters deep [7].Some 
botanist suggest that they are around 20 species and 
others that as many as 40 species of lavender. There 
are also hundreds, if not thousands of varieties 
(genotypes) [11]. In Romania, the following lavender 
varieties are used: ‘Codreanca’ and ‘De Moara 
Domneasca’. In recent years, areas with various 
varieties such as ‘Mailette’, ‘Sevtopolis’, ‘Grosso’, 
‘Abrial’ (Table 1) [9]. 
 
 
Table 1. Lavender varieties used in Romania 
 
4. Planting requirments  
 
The temperature is that environmental factor 
which   contributes  to   the   functioning   of all  vital  
 
processes of a plant, to growth and development 
phenophases [18]. Since lavender is a semi-shrub of 
southern origin specific to semi-arid and arid climatic  
Variety Origin 
Height of plant 
(cm) 





‘Codreanca’ Romania 70-80 60-70 July-August Blue purple 
‘De Moara 
Domneasca’ 
Romania 60-70 50-60 July Purple 
‘Mailette’ France 90 40-50 July Dark violet-blue 
‘Sevtopolis’ Bulgaria 90-100 50-60 June Purple 
‘Hidcote’ England 30-60 50-60 June-August Purple 
‘Grosso’ France 60-90 60-90 July-August Deep violet 
‘Abrial’ France 50-80 30-70 June-August Blue purple 
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zones, it has high thermal requirements [16]. Because 
it is such a large variety of lavender cultivars, some 
can grow well in different climatic zones from cold 
to subtropical [21, 22]. 
In the success of cultivation of the flowering 
plants, the production of the planting material is one 
of the most important stages [3].  
Lavender can be propagated generative by 
seeds or seedlings and vegetative by cuttings and the 
separation of bushes or buds. 
Before beginning the cultivation of lavender, 
there are some aspects that we must pay attention to, 
first needs to be chosen for what purpose the 
cultivation is desired, to produce essential oil, 
production of cut flowers or as an ornamental plant. 
Some varieties of lavender are more suitable 
for perfumes, cut flowers or oil production. The most 
fragrant being Lavandula angustifolia and Lavandula 
dentata [5]. 
To produce seedlings in cold layers is used on 
a hectare about 10 kg of seeds or by sowing directly 
in the field. Autumn is planted 25 cm between rows 
and approximately 400-500 seedlings are obtained. 
The seedlings in the field are planted in the 
autumn in October, at distances of 100 cm between 
rows and 50 cm per row, the number of seedlings 
being 20.000 plants/ha [20]. Planting the lavender 
cuttings grown in the pot can be done from April to 
October, if the soil is not frozen, the plant has nothing 
to suffer, because the root is not disturbed, only the 
space will be larger [24]. 
 
 
5. Landscaping with lavander  
 
 
Lavender is a beautiful addition to just about 
any garden. Lavender foliage colours range from 
various shades of green through grey-green to silver; 
variegated cultivars are even available.  
The flowers are not just lavender but come in 
a spectrum of colour from blues and purples to whites 
and pinks. Once lavender is established, it doesn’t 
need to be watered very often.  
Plants are considered drought tolerant if they 
can survive a dry period with little or no supplemental 
watering [25]. 
The lavender plants can be used in many ways 
in the landscaping design, as hedging, topiary, spiral 
garden, maze, raised beds, potted, baskets.  
Hedging. Most lavenders are used for hedging. 
Simple embellishments might be raised, rounded 
sections on top of the hedge at evenly spaced 
intervals. More complex embellishments can be 
created in shapes such as animals or anything you 





















Figure 1. Lavender walkway hedging [26] 
 
Topiary. Topiary involves pruning plants into 
shapes such as balls, pillars, pyramids, arches or even 
the shape of an animal or building (Fig. 2). This 
topiary shape can be created by two different ways, 
making a framework out of wire and grow the plant 
over the frame, or by training the plant by early stages 























Figure 2. Lavender topiary design [27] 
 
Spiral garden. After cultivating the soil is 
ready, mark a spiral shape on the ground with line. 
Keep a gap of around 1.5 m between the lines. Plant 
lavender along the line to create a spiral shaped. If the 
gap is even wider, other plants can be planted along 
the spaces between with the spiral separating them 
from each other (Fig. 3) [14, 25]. 
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Figure 3. Lavender spiral garden [28] 
 
 
Maze (Labyrinth). Lavender can be used quite 
effectively for a maze (Fig. 4), and it has the added 
























Figure 4. Lavender maize [29] 
 
Raised beds. Build a rock or sleeper wall 
around a garden bed and fill the centre with soil. Even 
if it’s only 10 cm above the normal soil level, this will 
improve drainage enough to make a big difference to 
lavender, particularly in areas prone to heavy rainfall 




















Figure 5. Raised bed lavender [30] 
 
Potted lavender. Lavender planted in pots 
(Fig. 6), is more used as an ornamental plant by no 
means for production of any kind, but it can give a 
beauty and a special smell to the area where it is 
located. There are some varieties of lavender that feel 






















Figure 6. Potted lavender [31] 
 
6. Conclusions  
 
Prised for its fragrance, medicinal properties 
and beautiful colour, lavender has been one of the 
most popular herbs for centuries. Due to these 
variable uses it can be concluded that the lavender is 
an unpretentious plant, which can be design by 
landscape architects in all kind of landscaping 
projects, and they are admired by garden owners. 
Lavender do not require much care and it can be used 
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either as single plant or associated with others plant 
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